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What to Expect From Today

• Genealogical significance
• Historical overview
• Resources available at the Library of 

Michigan
• New York City / Ellis Island
• Internet resources
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Genealogical Significance

• Link to ancestral homeland
• Coverage from 1565-1954
• Minimum expectations
• Evolving value
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Historical Overview

• Colonial records
• Steerage Act (1819)
• “New York, New York” 
• Immigration Acts (1882, 1891, 1924)
• Expansive 1893
• Statistics
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Before You Begin

• Things to know:
– Name from Old Country
– Age at arrival
– Date of arrival
– Small details

• U.S. Census
– 1900-1930

• Naturalization record?
• City directories
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U.S. Census

• Stanley Piotrowski
– 1930, Michigan, Kalamazoo County
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U.S. Census

• Place of birth 
• Year of immigration
• Naturalization status
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How to Use Passenger Lists

• Overlapping indexes
• Determining the port of entry
• Not intended for genealogists!

– Meant to monitor immigrant arrivals
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Published Resources 

• Passenger and Immigration Lists Index
• Ethnic sets:

– Germans to America
– Famine Immigrants
– Italians to America
– Migration From the Russian Empire

• City-specific
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New York City

• My ancestor came to New York…
– Castle Garden

• 1830-1892
• http://www.castlegarden.org/

– Ellis Island
• 1892-1924
• http://ellisislandrecords.org

http://ellisislandrecords.org
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The Hopper Family

• James, 50
• Jane, 50
• Arthur, 28
• Robert, 18 
• Samuel, 10
• John, 14
• Thomas, 14
• Elizabeth, 32
• Agnes, 17
• James, 21
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Ellis Island
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Ellis Island
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Stephen Morse

• “One Step” research tools
• http://stephenmorse.org/
• Research alternative

– Castle Garden
– Ellis Island 
– ….
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White Form
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Other Resources

• Atlantic and Gulf Coast Ports
• Registers of Vessels

– New York, 1798-1919
• Morton Allan Directory
• Crew Lists
• LDS network
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Registers of Vessels
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Morton Allan Directory
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Odds & Ends

• Deaths and births at sea
• Stowaways
• “Likely Public Charge”
• Stops along the way
• The New York Times
• U.S. departure records
• Pictures
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The New York Times
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President Grant
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Questions?
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